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ACCOUNT OP THE DESTETJCTION OF THE BEIG 
"PEGGY STEWAET," AT ANNAPOLIS, 1774. 

[The following letters of John Galloway and Thomas Einggold, the 
son and son-in-law of Samuel Galloway, of Tulip Hill, Anne Arundel 
County, Maryland, give interesting details relating to the destruction of 
the brig "Peggy Stewart," at Annapolis, in October of 1774, with the 
seventeen packages of the "detestable plant," which comprised part of 
her cargo.] 

Tulip Hill, Thursday Morning 
Octr. 20. 1774. 
HOND. SlE 

I am now set down to give you an Account as well as is 
in my power of Yesterdays transactions of the Committee 
of tlie County and the mob assembled at Annapolis relative 
to the 17 Chests of Tea imported by Thos. "Williams & Co. 
and the Peggy Stewart. 

It seems by Capt. Jackson commander of the brigg affi- 
davit he refused Kelly Lot & Co. to bring any Tea to 
America in his Vessel, and that Mr. Thos. William who 
was then in London without his knowledge put 17 Chests 
on board and that he did not discover it till at sea. "When 
the brig arrived at Annapolis Mr. Anthy. Stewart ordered 
him to enter his Yessell and all his Cargo except the Tea 
the Custom house officer would not admit him to a partial 
entry. Mr. Stewart having not considered the matter well 
and to save his Vessel from being libeled went himself and 
entered the whole cargo and paid the Duty on the Tea. 
Li thursday paper their was an advirtizement for a meeting 
of the County as Yesterday but on Friday Bveng when it 
came to be known that the Tea was entered and might if 
the owners thought proper be landed the Committee of 
Annapolis met and also on Monday following and the 
results of their meeting was that the Tea should be burnt 
but they defered doing it tell the County Committee had a 
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meeting which was on yesterday. After the Gentlemen of 
the County Committee had met and determined what should 
be done, they called the inhabitants together to Mr. Jacques 
porch & Mr. T. Hammand as one of the Committee stood 
forth and made a speech to the people (to be sure it was the 
most shockg one I ever heard) and read the Concessions 
that Messrs. Stewart & "Williams was to make publickly to 
the people for the infringements they had made on the Lib- 
erty of the People after this was over Mr. Charles Carroll 
B. desired to know the sense of the Gentlemen in regard to 
what was to be done with the Tea and it was the unani- 
mous opinion of all present that it should be burnt, the 
Committee then order'd the Tea from on board the brigg 
but some of the Mob called out that it should not come on 
shore that the Vessel should also share the same fate. Mat- 
ters now began to run very high and the people to get warm 
some of the Gentlemen from Elk Ridge and Baltimore 
Town insisted on burning the Vessell. Mr. Carroll then 
went and consulted Mr. Dick who immediately consented 
to the destroying of the Vessel Mr. Dick was fearftiU that if 
they did not give up the Vessel that it would be attended 
with worse Consequences to Mr. Stewart as the mob had 
threatened to lay violant hands on him. Mr. Carroll then 
declared to the people that Tea & Vessell should both be 
burnt. Mr. Quyn then stood forth and said that it was not 
the sense of the majority of the people that the Vessell 
should be destroyed and made a motion which was seconded 
that there should be a vote on the Question. "We had a 
Vote on it and a Majority of | of the people, still the few 
that was for destroying the Brigg was Clamorous and insin- 
uated that if it was not done they would prejudice Mr. 
Stewart more then if the Vessell was burnt, the Committee 
then with the Consent of Mr. Dick declared that the Vessell 
and Tea should be burnt then Doctor Warfield (a youth 
that practice under Doctor Thompson at the Ridge for some 
time) made a motion that the Gentlemen should make their 
concessions on their knees, there was a vote on it and 
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carryed in favour of the Gentlemen, they then came and 
read their concessions to the Publick and then Mr. Stewart 
went on board of his Vessell and set fire to her with his own 
hands and she was a burning when I left town. 

I think Sir I went to Annapolis yesterday to see my Lib- 
erty destroyed which was done when fire was put to the brig. 
Every body allows that Mr. Stewart was to blame in enter- 
ing the Tea, he was advised by many not to do it and made 
two attempts and was persuaded from it before he did do it, 
but after making such concessions as he did do (which I 
shall send you) and agreeing to pay for half of the Tea it 
was monstrous to destroy his Vessell which is worth £900 
Currency none but madmen could do such a thing, they 
have not only punished the Guilty, but the Innocent must 
also suffer Capt. McGachen was J owner of the Vessell, he 
did not enter her nor was he privy to any part of the trans- 
action. If this is Liberty, If this is Justice, they certainly 
must have found a new code of Laws on Elk Eidge ; but 
they must be very different from any others ever was pened 
by man or ever appeared heretofore on the face of this 
Earth. Whilst they were preparing to go on board the 
Vessell sober sought of people begin to think what a Scandal 
it would be to suffer an Action to be put into execution 
against the sense of the majority of the people. Stephen in 
particular began to declare his Sentimentt very freely, Mr. C. 
Wallace Mr. G. Hopkins, Mr. Jos. Cowman my Uncle and 
in short every person present who had any sense of honour 
& Justice cryed out Shame and determined immediately to 
prevent it but as they were going down to the water side 
with that intent they met poor Mr. Dick who beg and en- 
treated for God sake not to meddle in the matter, but let 
her be burnt, he said that if they were prevented, they 
would certainly destroy Mr. Stewarts house and prejudice 
him more than the Value of the Brig, on this the Gentle- 
men desisted from proceding any farther, but it is my Senti- 
ments that the Gentlemen ought to have proceeded, for if 
they were able to prevent the burning the Vessell, they cer- 
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tainly might have prevented any insult being offer to Mr. 
Stewart or prejudice done his house. Some of the Gentle- 
men from Elk Bidge and Baltimore when they came to 
Town was very much exasperated against Mr. Stewart they 
talk of taring and feathering him they were persuaded from 
it with a good deal of difficulty. Mr, Thomas "Williams the 
Shipper of the Tea would have under gone that discipline 
if they had him. Mr. John McLure and others have made 
oath they heard him say in London, they the Association in 
America was a mere bug bear and that he would import 
what goods he thought proper to that Country he is now on 
his passage to Philadelphia from London I would not advise 
him to come to Annapolis. I shall send you the News 
paper and Mr. Stewarts hand bill. I am apt to believe the 
Committee will meet with some difficulty in putting this 
affair in print as they cannot say it was with the Consent of 
the major part of the people that the Vessel was burnt. It is 
not proper for me to make remarks on a Committee chose by 
the people of Ann Arundel Cy. but for the future I would 
not give a Copper for all that their committee can say or do. 
Thus Sir I have related you the whole and in as fall man- 
ner as is in my power this most infamous and rascally affair 
which makes all men of property reflect with horror on 
their present Situation to have their lives and propertys at 
the disposal & mercy of a Mob is Shocking indeed the 
whole Province are Crying out against the proceedings and 
the Ring leaders begin to be assame of it themselves. I 
heard one of them who call himself a Gentleman a hour 
after the afiair was over say that it was not his Sentiments 
to burn the Vessell. Mr. Stewart has agreed to pay for 
half of the Tea before this matter happened, the Ring- 
leaders where Mr. Charles Ridgely son of Doctr. Howard, 
Dr. "Warfield & Walter Buior of prince Georges (please not 
to mention these names) 

Tulip Hill Friday morning 

It seems that Mr. John Brice has been trying to persuade 
Duvall not to leave him and has not succeeded in it which 
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has been a means of breeding a Quarrell between them. 
Duvall bas applyed to me to send a Boat for him imme- 
diately. I told him I should do it on my return from the 
Estern Shore are you to be at the Expence of the Boat hire, 
please to inform my next post. I have seen Mr. Waters he is 
to come down tomorrow, to look at Tanner and if he thinks 
he is able to travel as far as New York he will take him he 
has more flesh on his Bones than when you left home tho' 
still very thin. Old Silim thrives fast I must have some 
oats got for him he does not eat Corn kindly. Mr. Heath 
certainly must have been running the old Horse to have 
made him so thin. 

Our People has been two Days longer than I expected in 
securing the Fodder they have been very lasy [torn] out 
of sight and I have not been able to attend to them so 
closely as I could wish being engaged in puting yr. papers 
into some kind of order. "We set about the potatoes on 
Wednesday, in some places they yield very well in others 
but poorly. I still have Eires kept in the Old Toll-house at 
home the rest of the Houses I think are sufficiently cured. 
I am fearfdll it will be very late before the wheat will be put 
into the potatoe Ground as diging the potatoes is very 
tedious and our Negroes does not much when I am absent 
which I must be next week. I have spoke to Mr. Pyle for 
some early Wheat for to soe in that Ground. We have not 
had any rain Since my last it is the dryest fall that ever was 
known the Wheat Suffers very much. The warm weather 
rots the keeping apples very fast we had gathered this year 
more than I have ever known so that I hope there will be 
a sufficient quantity to last the Winter. I make the Gar- 
dener put them over every now and then. The Cyder we 
made last is very good. 

I am sorry to hear that you have been indisposed I hope 
the bark will prevent a return of the fever that you will be 
reinstated in your usual Health which Sir is always the 
sincere desire and anxious wish of Hond. Sir 

Your DutifuU Son 

John Galloway 
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p.s. I shall write my Sister by Mondays post tho' I have 
not had the pleasure of a Letter from her since her leaving 
home my best love & wishes attend her and Miss. Chew 
hoping the latter will be lightly markd with the Small pox 

J. a. 

Chester Town Maryland 25tli Oct. 

1774. 
Dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to tell you that we reached home 
yesterday very well and found all so here. 

Youl have no doubt an Annapolis Paper giving an Acct. 
of the Burning of Anthony Stewarts Vessel. As the ac- 
count does not satisfactorily justify the violence I will 
shortly tell you how it happen'd as I have it from People at 
Annapolis. Upon the Arrival of the Vessel it was made 
known that the Tea was on board. Tom Williams who is 
now in England had it put up in Blankets and the Captain 
declared he did not know it was in the Vessel until his 
Papers were put into his Hands at Gravesend. Mr. Stewart 
had it seems no interest in the Tea nor had he any Goods as 
was reported and the people would have been satisfied even 
with the Tea's being stored without paying the Duty. But 
Anto. Stewart obstinately went and paid it & contrary to 
the advice of all his Friends. This incensed the people and 
a great number came in from all parts of the Country and 
nothing less than tarring & feathering would satisfy them. 
This they were diverted from by the Influence of Barrister 
Carrol & others in pity to Mrs. Stewart who was then in 
Labor. Anty. then proposed to attone for his ofience by 
having the Tea burnt on his own loss. This was not thought 
sufficient and it was put to vote whether or not the Ship 
should not be burnt. A Majority determined she should not 
but many appearing discontented old Mr. Dick insisted that 
in order to give general satisfaction which he thought was 
due to the people that the Vessel too should be burnt. She 
was accordingly committed to the Flames. From the whole 
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of Mr. Stewart's conduct I have no doubt but he has pre- 
meditated the Exploit to endear himself to the Ministry 
and I am glad the people have shown so much spirit. We 
shall be glad to hear from you by the post and with our 
best Loves. 

I am dear Sir, 

Yrs. most affectl. 

ThOS. RiNGtaOLD. 



